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(4) Bangladesh
Translation Bangla
„Corona is like a wife
You think you can manage
her but you will not“
(8) German:
(on the grave) regular semester start
Coronavirus

(7) India
Translation Malayalam " 
After sanitizing my hands
and 
keeping social distance from
everyone, I got inside a 
train!"

Corona

(6) Russian
Transl. Russian:
„This is the world after we won 
over Covid-19
And in the meantime Covid-20 be 
like“

(1) German:
“The Coronavirus won‘t
stay long!“
Coronavirus:
(5) Lebanon:
Transl. Arabic: You have 
to live with Corona!

1 2 3
4

5 6
87
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Creative reappropriation Taking elements from established contexts and weaving them into a new 

expression (Miner, 2016 in Vasquez, 2020: 28)

Incongruity resolution A juxtaposition of two incongruous elements that invites readers to 
“recognize this contrast and activate a process of inference…” (Alamán
and Rueda, 2016: 41)

Voicing Imitating and reproducing recognizable linguistic features in order to “voice” 
particular individuals. (Vazquez, 2020: 9)

Ambient affiliation Conviviality, shared cultural knowledge (Varis and Blommaert 2015)

Parody Voicing someone with a different voice 

Exaggeration The representation of something as more extreme or dramatic than it really 
is

Paronymy The relationship between words partly identical in form and/or meaning, 
which maycause confusion in reception or production

Polysemy The coexistence of many possible meanings for a word or phrase

Personification The attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to something 
non-human

Register variation Inserting a different style of language into a text which is not typically 
associated with the given text and/or context (Ruiz-Gurillo, 2016 in 
Vasquez, 2020: 7)
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:
Variationist Multimodal Pragmatic Approach (Du Bois 2021)

1. H1: Smart phone communication via memes with multimodal Covid-19 
humor varies among different sexes and generations.

Convenience Sample: Around 250 students submitted 3-6 Covid-19 memes 
that were sent from different generations (Dimock, M. 2019 Pew Research 
Center) and sexes, which resulted in almost 800 memes including their 
demographic data, such as age, date sent, gender.

1. Generation Z (1996-2010)
2. Generation Y (1980-1995)
3. Generation X (1965-1979)
4. Baby Boomers (1946-1964)
5. Silent Generation (1928-1945)
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Baby Boomers

Generation X

Generation Y

Generation Z
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English Translation:
If you recognize him you 
belong to the risk group. 
STAY AT HOME!!!
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Ho: There is no relationship between the generations (age) and 
psychological and linguistic humor types.

Ho: There is no relationship between the sexes and psychological and 
linguistic humor types.
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* There were no enbi or trans* people among the senders



Digital linguistic humor males females total

Creative Reappropriation 50,5% (198) 45% (240) 438

Incongruity Resolution 43,4% (170) 38,1% (203) 373

Voicing 25,8% (101) 25,3% (135) 236

Personification 16,3% (64) 15,9% (85) 149

Ambient Affiliation 13,3% (52) 16,3% (87) 139

Exaggeration 14,8% (58) 11,3% (60) 118

Country based 7,7% (30) 6,0% (32) 62

Parody 6,6% (26) 6,9% (37) 63

Spelling, Punctuation (Framing devices) 4,6% (18) 4,3% (23) 41

Discriminatory: Ageist/Sexist/Racist 4,6% (18) 5,1% (27) 45

Language Play: Polysemy and Register
variation

6,4% (25) 8,3% (44) 69

SUMME 759 971 1730

N = Dokumente 392 533 925
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